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of small credit, got up for the market of Bedouins or townsmen.
Nor is a Kohlanee mare by any means a warrant for a Kohlanee
stallion; crossing the breed is an everyday occurrence, even in
Shomer. Once arrived at this last district, I heard no more of
Siklawee, Delhamee, or any other like genealogies; nor were
Solomon's stables better known to fame than those of Augeus.
In Nejed I was distinctly assured that no prolonged lists of
pedigrees were ever kept, and that all enquiries about race are
limited to the assurance of a good father and a good mother;
for Solomon, added the "groom, he was much more likely to
have taken horses from us than we from him; a remark which
proved in him who made it a certain amount of historical criti-
cism. In a word, to be a successful jockey in Nejed requires
about the same degree of investigation and knowledge that it
would in Yorkshire, and no more; perhaps even less, considering
the stud-books.

The genuine Nejdean'breed, so far as I have hitherto found,
is to be met with on]y in Nejed itself; nor are these animals
common even there; none but chiefs or individuals of consider-
able wealth and rank possess them. Nor are they ever sold, at
least so all declare; and when I asked how then one could be
acquired, " by war, by legacy, or by free gift," was the answer.
In this last manner alone is there a possibility of an isolated
specimen leaving Nejed, but even that is seldom; and when
policy requires a present to Egypt, Persia, or Constantinople (a
circumstance of which I witnessed two instances and heard of
others), mares are never sent, and the poorest stallions, though
deserving to pass elsewhere for real beauties, are picked out for
the purpose.

'Abd-Allah, Sa'ood, and Mohammed keep their horses in sepa-
rate stables, each one containing a hundred or thereabouts. After
much enquiry and remark, my companion and I came to the con-
clusion that the total Nejdean horse-census would not sum up
above five thousand, and probably falls short even of that num-
ber. The fact that here the number of horsemen in an army is
perfectly inconsiderable when compared to that of the camel
riders, may be added in confirmation, especially since in Nejed
horses are never used except for war or parade, while all travel
work and other drudgery falls on camels, sometimes on asses.